
Paracetamol 
 

The most common medicine involved in 
child poisoning in New Zealand.  

 
Never leave on the bench between uses - 

Put all medicines away immediately 
 

 
Bleaches/Cleaners 

 
Bleach and cleaners are so readily available 

- every house has them 
 

Always store cleaners out of sight & reach 
of children in a locked cupboard  

 
Indoor Plants 

 
Children can enjoy 

plants without 
touching or eating 

them. 

 

 
Know your plants and 
cut flowers by name 
- even vase water 
can sometimes be 

toxic 

 



 
Dishwashing Liquid 

 
The most common chemical involved in child 

poisoning in New Zealand 
 

Always store chemicals in original containers - 
Never use drink bottles! 

 
Antibiotics 

 
Antibiotics are common poisons when children are 

already sick 
 

Always dispose of unused medicines by taking 
them to the pharmacy 

 
Dishwasher Powder 

 
Powder can remain 
in the dishwasher 

after the cycle 

 

 
Use a flow restrictor 
& child-safety cap - 
Ensure cap is always 
put back correctly 

 
 


